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LEPS
Langley Environmental Partners Society
          LEPS Facts
Through direct restoration activity, public education, and by serving as a resource for environmental and community groups, LEPS aims to protect and restore the natural environment of Langley and the Fraser Valley and foster balanced and sustainable living. Our activities are primarily focused on the following areas:

Habitat Conservation and Restoration

LEPS protects existing habitat and restores degraded fish and wildlife habitat to help rejuvenate the ecological integrity of the region. Activities include tree planting, enhancing fish access, creating spawning beds and wetlands, controlling invasive species, and restoring natural habitats to provide food, shelter and nesting for wildlife.

· Since 1993, LEPS and local volunteers have planted more than 85,000 trees and shrubs along stream banks.

· LEPS has been instrumental in increasing the public awareness of invasive species in the Lower Mainland. LEPS assists in the direction of the Greater Vancouver Invasive Plant Council and the Fraser Valley Invasive Plant Partnership. Thousands of cubic metres of invasive plant species have been removed by LEPS crews. 

· LEPS has planned, designed and completed 25 large-scale fisheries habitat enhancement projects.

Mapping and Data Collection

LEPS has extensively mapped all of Langley’s streams and wildlife habitat. Mapping and data collection are important in providing valuable information needed to determine the health of Langley’s ecosystem and indicate areas on which to focus protection and restoration activities. 

· Over 700 km of at-risk streams have been mapped. All data is available on the Community Mapping Network (www.cmnbc.ca) and housed locally in the municipal Geographic Information System, where it assists with land use planning and enhancement in these watersheds.

· Nearly 2000km of channelized watercourses and roadside ditches have been surveyed for fish presence, leading to the completion of a watercourse classification map, which forms the basis of Township of Langley’s Streamside Protection Bylaw.

Agricultural Stewardship

LEPS works closely with local farmers and landowners to encourage agricultural practices that benefit both agriculture and the environment. This includes the installation of fencing to prevent livestock from accessing waterways, constructing livestock crossings, and restoring streambanks by planting native vegetation to provide habitat, reduce soil erosion and provide shade.  
· LEPS has completed 22 major agricultural stewardship projects, restoring over 17 km of degraded stream banks.

· LEPS promotes best management practices through the ‘Manure Maiden’ Horse Manure Composting program, including the ManureLink project, which connects farmers with urban gardeners.
· LEPS hosts the ‘Seed to Plate’ local food education program and assisted in the development of the Langley Community Farmers Market.
Wildlife Conservation
Wildlife Conservation is critical to adequately protecting wildlife species and their habitats. 

· Using GIS technology, LEPS has mapped in detail Langley’s land cover habitat and developed an interactive database on the 264 vertebrate species that occur in Langley. 
· LEPS works closely with the Township of Langley to identify critical habitats and preserve wildlife corridors in urban development areas, including participation in the development of the Wildlife Habitat Conservation Strategy.
Education

The education team at LEPS provides a  wide range of resources, training, workshops and seminars to the public, community groups, businesses and schools. 

· Seminar and workshop topics include: stream ecology, stream stewardship, groundwater protection, fish and invertebrate sampling, water quality surveys, composting, native plant and organic gardening, streamside planting, and mapping techniques.  

· The WaterWise program engages the community in activities to raise awareness of groundwater as our primary drinking water source; encourages water conservation and educates residents about maintenance of private wells and septic systems.
· The Ecokit Education program provides a comprehensive resource base that enables teachers to easily and effectively incorporate environmental science and education into their classrooms, while providing a hands-on learning opportunity for students and educators.  

· LEPS plays a key role in planning and organizing the annual Rivers Day Festival in conjunction with the Township of Langley’s WaterWeeks, attended by thousands of local citizens over the past several years.

· LEPS operates the Langley Demonstration Garden, which showcases environmental gardening techniques.  Every summer, individuals and groups register for sustainable home and gardening workshops. 

Community Stewardship 

· A key mandate of LEPS is to provide support for local stewardship groups through training, technical assistance, project coordination and promotion. LEPS works in partnership with the Bertrand Creek Enhancement Society, Little Campbell Watershed Society, Salmon River Enhancement Society, Glen Valley Watersheds Society, Yorkson Watershed Stewardship Committee, and Nicomekl Enhancement Society.

· LEPS is a founding partner of the National Watershed Stewardship Coalition, which brings together groups from across Canada to further watershed stewardship. The Coalition has developed policy recommendations aimed at empowering community groups to protect local streams and rivers and the landscapes they nurture. The Coalition is now actively working to see these recommendations implemented. 

· LEPS participates on the Stewardship Centre for BC steering committee. The Stewardship Centre for BC supports and advances stewardship activities by providing a centre for information exchange, communications and outreach, and by fostering partnerships and collaboration among those participating in stewardship in BC.

Through supporting LEPS, you will be contributing to practical and cooperative solutions to environmental issues in Langley and beyond. By helping LEPS conserve and restore habitat, map ecosystems, implement sustainable agriculture, monitor and protect wildlife, and raise public awareness – you will be furthering a unique community partnership and helping to protect the environment in which you reside. 
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