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Sample Resolution

WHEREAS Pacific Salmon play an integral role in connecting the social, economic and environmental health of communities in BC;

AND WHEREAS British Columbia has no official provincial fish;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the [insert Regional District / municipality/First Nation] supports the concept of Pacific Salmon as a provincial symbol under the Provincial Honours and Symbols Act, and will communicate this support to the Premier and Minister of Environment.

Background

Over the past eighteen months, there has been ongoing discussion about whether Pacific Salmon
 should be designated as an official symbol for British Columbia, alongside the Pacific Dogwood, the Kermode Bear and Western Red Cedar.

The idea was originally suggested by Miro Cernetig in February 2009, in an opinion piece written in the Vancouver Sun on the same day as the Fraser Basin Council conference. 

In May 2010, this was followed by a further piece in May 2010 by Cernetig and a followup article in the Vancouver Sun written by former Lieutenant Governor and FBC Chair the Hon. Iona Campagnolo. 

Both the Fraser Basin Council and the Pacific Salmon Foundation felt that this idea may have merit, and could assist in building awareness of the importance of salmon and of the critical watershed stewardship work carried out by local governments, First Nations, community organizations and others throughout British Columbia. However, both FBC and PSF felt it was important to seek input from the citizens and key organizations in the province as to what they felt about this idea.

This began by an initial letter to Premier Campbell in June 2010 indicating that the Pacific Salmon Foundation and Fraser Basin Council would be consulting on the idea, and seeking input from the provincial government. In a followup letter from the Premier on August 3, 2010 and from Minister Penner on September 10th, 2010, the provincial government has encouraged FBC and PSF to further consult on the idea and report back.

In order to do this, an Op-Ed piece from Brian Riddell (CEO of Pacific Salmon Foundation), David Marshall (Executive Director of Fraser Basin Council) and Al Lill (Manager of the Georgia-Basin Living Rivers program) was written and published by the Vancouver Sun on July 27th, 2010. The piece explained the issue and asked readers to provide feedback via the web. This also triggered significant media interest in print, radio and television media
. 

The input that has been received by early November 2010 will be summarized by PSF and FBC staff, including comments received on the website and letters written by key supporters. This report will then be shared with the Provincial Government.

For further information contact:

Denise Palmer-Hoskins

Communications Manager

Fraser Basin Council

604-488-5352

dhoskins@fraserbasin.bc.ca
Megan Moser

Communications Manager

Fraser Salmon & Watersheds Program

Pacific Salmon Foundation

604.664.7664 x113
mmoser@psf.ca
� In BC, Pacific salmon includes Sockeye, Pink, Chum, Coho and Chinook salmons, as well as Steelhead trout and Cutthroat trout.





� For information and links to media coverage, go to: http://www.thinksalmon.com





