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2008 Final Report Template

	FSWP File Number*
	FSWP 08 LR 36


*Please use the FSWP File Number provided in previous FSWP 2008 project correspondence

	Contact Information
	
	
	

	Sponsoring Organization’s Legal Name

	The Como Watershed Group



	Are you a federally registered Charity, Non-profit organization or Business (Yes /No)?
	

	If yes, please indicate which.
	x
	Charity
	x
	Non-profit organization
	
	Business

	Registration number
	# 87356 3225 RR0001
	GST number
	

	Are you a registered Society (Yes / No)?
	
	Society Registration number
	
S-40387



	Mailing Address

	P.O. Box 47531, #1-1020 Austin Ave Coquitlam BC V3K 6T3



	Street Address (if different from above)

	

	Project Manager1

	Name:
Pamela Zevit





Title: Principal

Affiliation: Adamah Consultants





Phone:  ( 604   ) 939-0523

Fax:  (     )





E-mail:
adamah@telus.net

1 All correspondence will be directed to the Project Manager.

	Alternate Project Contact

	Name: Debbra Chambers






Title: Outreach Coordinator
Affiliation: 
Watershed Wise Program



Phone:  (604 ) 540-8088
Fax:  (     )





E-mail: dlc444@telus.net


	Partners / Subcontractors

	Name:
Leigh Taylor Gibbs          
	Affiliation: Watershed Wise Program - Education & Learning Outcomes Coordinator

	Phone:  (604) 937-3764
	E-mail: taylorandgibbs@shaw.ca

	Name: 
Debbra Chambers
	Affiliation: Watershed Wise Program Community Outreach Coordinator

	Phone:  (604) 540-8088
	E-mail: dlc444@telus.net (position added late 2008)

	Name:
Caresse Selk
	Affiliation: City of Coquitlam

	Phone:  ( 604   )  927 6959
	E-mail: CSelk@coquitlam.ca


	Project Information
	

	Project Title

	Creating a Watershed Wise Community (year 1)

	Project Location

	Como watershed Coquitlam BC



	Amount Requested
	
$23,475
	Total Project Value
	$60,650
	Non-FSWP funds2
	$37175


2 Non-FSWP funds include both cash and in-kind funding. In-kind funding refers to all non-cash contributions such as equipment, supplies, labour, etc. Please refer to Budget Section for further details.

	Project Summary
	

	Please provide a single paragraph describing how your project has satisfied at least one of the FSWP priority activities. As this summary will be used in program communications, clearly state the issue addressed and avoid overly technical descriptions. Do not use more than 300 words. 

	Creating a “Watershed Wise” community has satisfied the FSWP priority of supporting “Community Awareness and Education” through contributing to the development of an ecologically literate populace that has begun to have a defined sense of watershed place. Through the activities of year one of the project, content has been refined and detailed program needs identified to improve the capacity and ability for sustaining essential stewardship principles with the local community – and beyond. These principles will remain core to the evolving partnership with formal and informal education institutions within the Como watershed and the City of Coquitlam itself. More importantly, children and young adults have become more intrinsically connected to the Como watershed and the value its natural assets like salmon provide, and have begun to act as messengers themselves to pass on the importance of those values to parents, educators and hopefully decision makers.



	OPTIONAL If your project lends itself to sparking interest through a compelling sound byte (for potential use in FSWP media communications), please tell us what that sound byte would be. Do not use more than 150 words.

	Relationship and connection are key principles in any caring dynamic. By introducing community members to their watershed, on a first name basis, a rapport is developed that changes how people think and act towards their natural environment. 

The Watershed Wise Song: Watershed Wise, Watershed Wise

You’ve got to open up your eyes & learn about your community

Watershed Wise, Watershed Wise

Take your feet along the street & learn the name of the local Creek

Nelson on your thumb, Como has a lake, MacDonald in the middle, Booth in the trees, & Popeye’s on your pinky

Watershed Wise, Watershed Wise 
You’ve got to open up your eyes, Protect this place and keep it all alive


	Species and life stage(s) the project targets: please list

	This project indirectly supports the conservation and sustainability of a documented local population of wild coho salmon (al life stages) as well as coastal cutthroat trout and several other non-salmonid fish species and populations.



	Watershed(s) the project targets: please list

	The Como Creek watershed in south Coquitlam, including Como Lake (headwaters), and its tributaries: Booth, MacDonald, Mill and Popeye Creeks. (approximate area 9km2)




	Project Deliverables and Results
	

	· Paste in the deliverables outlined in your Detailed Proposal (question #3 under project ‘relevance and significance’ heading) into the table below. Then, please list the results associated with each deliverable. 

· Please include copies of any relevant communications products (brochures, posters, videos, website addresses etc.) resulting from this project.

	Deliverable
	Result

	To refine and update the program originally developed in 2002-2004 (where necessary) to match changes in provincial education requirements (i.e. Integrated Learning Plans – ILP’s) and local/regional issues, science and policy. 
	First phase completion of a revamped, up to date Watershed Wise Program package that is appealing in content and that can be adapted for use with wider audiences. New products (video, brochure and curriculum products are included separately). 

	To rebuild previous partnerships with Coquitlam School District (SD43) through working with local teachers in the district who are championing salmon and biodiversity conservation. 
	Previous community partnerships have been reinforced and new formal and informal educator partnerships have been established to build upon for year two and beyond. Work continues to close the gap between individual educators and higher level curriculum planning in the School District (SD43).

	Initiate new linkages to local community organizations such as business associations, resident associations and through them local citizenry who are effecting watershed health. 
	New partnerships have been formed (e.g. with City of Coquitlam Parks and Planning and Development departments) that will reinforce the capacity of the Como Watershed Group and the Watershed wise Program to achieve effective outreach to organizations and individuals working on social capital (economy and community health) and those working on natural capital (species and ecosystems at risk).

	Work with the City of Coquitlam (main watershed land use authority) through the present parks natural areas program to integrate WWP principles into local outreach and recreation programs. 
	A more effective delivery mechanism on conservation messaging about at risk urban salmon populations and the habitat that supports them has been established. Further partnerships with the City’s Planning and Development and Public Works departments has also resulted from year one of program delivery. This will be key to influencing actions and policy with municipal land use decision makers, and building lasting support for the work of the CWG and watershed conservation efforts.


	Project Effectiveness
	

	Please evaluate the effectiveness of the project, using the objective standards, quantifiable criteria and/or quality control measures identified in your Detailed Proposal (under question #1 in the ‘performance expectations’ heading). 

	Success was to be measured by answering the following:

1) At the outset how aware were participants in the project regarding the issues/factors surrounding watershed health and conservation, 

2) What is the level of understanding of the necessary steps to achieve sound watershed stewardship?

3) How did this change after involvement with the program?

4) Was the program adaptable to the extent that it could be used in other urban watersheds?
An evaluation of these measures is provided separately as part of a year one review with project partners.
Specifics for year one:

Success was to be measured by the completion of updating existing materials (program modules and curriculum) along with the prospectus and business plan. Other indicators will be reflected in the level of stakeholder sponsorship and commitment. However, formalization of their involvement and commitment is dependent on human resources availability to provide the deliverables. Results: Core program materials were updated and new materials developed to meet audience and partner needs that will be transferable to broader levels and audiences. Sponsorship and commitment from the City of Coquitlam has grown, though work with School District 43 (i.e. beyond individual educators or institutions) remains a work in progress.
Beyond year one:

Success will be measured by integration of the program in whole or in part across other schools in SD43 (with specific focus on the 10 or so schools in the Como watershed). Other measures of success will be the expansion of the program within the municipality with the objective of the long-term integration of Watershed Wise goals and principles into policy and bylaw development (i.e. environmental protection, official community plans etc. In respect to the true beneficiaries of the program (fish, wildlife and their habitats) the measure of success will be the long-term improvement in watershed health conditions, broader citizen involvement coupled with increased commitment to stewardship and conservation activities undertaken by the City and the local community. Ultimately the measure of success will be determined by whether the project enabled the citizens of the Como watershed truly “watershed wise”



	What are the top three lessons learned from this project that would be important to communicate to others doing similar work throughout the Basin? 

	1. Knowledge is cumulative and whenever people come together to share information, progress is able to be realized. Collaboration is integral to the advancement of any cause. Don’t waste time reinventing the wheel. Connect with other groups who are doing similar work and use their experience and knowledge as a foundation upon which to build your unique initiative.

2. Inspiration comes from sharing in the passion of others. Connect with others who are passionate about this work. It is what keeps us all going. Do not exclude any age group as there is no age limit to where education can occur and not be afraid to ask for necessary time of your audience to ensure complete messaging can be achieved. Thankfully, by reaching out to others we can be re-energized and re-inspired to keep moving forward.
3. Take the timeline you have developed for your project and times it by two. Especially if you are relying on volunteers for much of the work. Seeking cost recovery and subsidization from partners and audiences for education and outreach services-especially when demand is significant and growing is not a taboo. 


	Project Effectiveness 
	

	Please describe how your project has addressed each Priority Activity identified in your Detailed Proposal.

	Priority Activity1
	How the Priority Activity has been Addressed

	emphasizes collaboration with First Nations


	Collaboration with First Nations for year one was not a core component for Creating a Watershed Wise Community. While several First Nations have expressed interest in conservation issues in the Como watershed (Musqueam, Kwikwetlem, Burrard), discussions with these interests has remained informal, generally limited by the capacity and resources of local First Nations and the CWG. As Watershed Wise is nurtured in the community, the CWG will strive to integrate First Nations interests, traditional knowledge and local knowledge values.

	involves community members
	The project involved citizens and champions directly in the community through several conduits: Educators, children and youth through formal and informal education settings (elementary, middle and secondary host schools and early childhood development centers); children and families through municipal recreation programs (“Enviro Camps”). Organizations that represent social and economic interests (business associations and; resident associations such as the Maillardville Residents Association, and the Brunette and Austin Business Improvement Associations etc.) continue to be a work in progress and are a specific target for completion for year two.

	coordinates and integrates with other organizations and/or activities
	Previous program development created lasting relationships with many other agencies and organizations undertaking complimentary activities: Through the project coordinators, those linkages were reinforced, re-established, and renewed (e.g. City of Coquitlam, local schools, Fisheries and Oceans, other stewardship groups and their outreach programs). 

	is innovative / creative
	Many watershed stewardship programs existed prior to year one of Creating a Watershed Wise Community (e.g. DFO’s Stream to Sea program, and a multitude of programs, which employ the “Water Wise” brand). The key difference is that most of these programs have a focus on water, either water quality (non-point source pollution) or water quantity (the conservation and wise use of water resources such as surface and groundwater). Watershed Wise touched on these components  (water is after all at the root of the word watershed), but employed as its foundation the relationship that the human species has (or is missing) with ecosystems and their services. Biodiversity and natural capital concepts (the resources nature provides that allow the planet and our communities to survive) are combined with familiar “iconic” species (like salmon). Science and technology (stormwater management and low impact development principles) merged with the more familiar aspects of environmental education (e.g. the salmon or water lifecycle).to provide audiences with a holistic understanding of their role and sense of place in nature’s living tapestry, especially urban wildspaces found in cities. 

	is transferable (potential to transfer products/ tools/ knowledge to other areas within the Basin that are experiencing similar issues/ problems)
	Perhaps what defines the universal qualities of Watershed Wise most is that it is based on relationships and experiences that have direct connection to the real world. These learning outcomes - which evolved from undertaking restoration and recovery in the Como watershed for over a decade, provide invaluable lessons for others working to become effective stewards of their own urban watersheds.

	supports community awareness and education
	A “watershed wise” community is now under construction that is ecologically literate and fluent in the principles of stewardship, sustainability, and conservation. Core activities to achieve these goals were attainable because this project provided a venue to engage the community.

	employs risk management approaches
	Risks associated with a program of this nature, funding, and stakeholder commitment etc. remain key factors at the end of year one. As part of year two the Como Watershed Group will continue to seek partners and resources to secure continued delivery that is not dependent on sole funding sources. For the CWG however, the ultimate risk is that if efforts to undertake conservation and restoration outreach in a more concerted and holistic manner is not supported, the community will see the continued loss of its natural capital.


1Please paste each priority activity identified in your Detailed Proposal in the space provided. 

	Further Comments (optional)
	

	Please provide any further comments including recommendations for future conservation efforts and suggestions for helping partners to meet the goals of the Fraser Salmon and Watersheds Program.  If relevant, we encourage you to attach a narrative report or additional project products (e.g. maps, photos) as an appendix.

	The direct experience component of the Watershed Wise Program is key evaluation tool to determine what participants have grasped for information. As components of the program were delivered through the community, activities such as sensorial experiences at the creeks, marking storm drains, planting trees, and discussing the relationship participants have to the place and the land was critical to making connections and integrating conservation language and place based thinking. See Appendix 2



8) Appendix (optional)
Appendix 1 

List of products completed for year one:
New on the Watershed Wise Downloads page:

http://www.vcn.bc.ca/cwg/CWGWWP/WWPDownloads.html
· Watershed Wise Program Brochure: 
Watershed Wise Curriculum - new and revised for year one project delivery (downloadable at): 

· Watershed Wise Program BC Curriculum links - grade 6-8 (2008)

·  Is your watershed healthy? Scott Creek Middle Science 8 Lesson Plan (2008) 
New and Revised  “Urban Wildspace Conservation Series” modules:

· Introduction to Stormwater - Bioindicator studies Scott Creek Middle Science 8 (2008) 

· Spice of Life - Biodiversity Assessment Exercise Fish & Wildlife 11-12 Centennial Secondary (2008) 

Watershed Wise DVD’s
·  “Go Wild in the Kitchen” – wild salmon conservation as part of Middle School Food Science curriculum (DVD) beta draft of streaming video 
· “Watershed Wise Women” – a template for using performance art to help citizens develop their watershed sense of place (DVD) beta draft of streaming video 

Salmon Friendly Lawn sign http://www.vcn.bc.ca/cwg/cwgpage/cwgpage.html
Appendix 2

Experiences from year one of Creating a Watershed Wise Community - Watershed Wise Woman and early childhood learning about watersheds: Leigh Taylor-Gibbs, WWP Learning Outcomes and Education Coordinator: 

As an ecological educator I have researched various strategies to influence elementary school learners in becoming ecologically literate. During my masters program I had the opportunity to work alongside many exceptional educators in revamping the environmental concepts in the classroom document for the BC ministry of education. I highly recommend this reading for all potential educators with the Watershed Wise Program as it is part of the Coquitlam School District and it clearly speaks to the issue of approaches to helping learners understand nature and that helping them to understand that they are embedded in Nature – it is not separate from them. 
In particular I have woven 3 concepts: an ethic of care, a sense of place, and agency. This last concept is described as acting in the community as stewards of the land, into the Watershed Wise Program. As I began looking at the Como Watershed Group’s community map on the static display and a large ortho map of the area I developed a sense of place for myself. Because I live in this watershed I did what many individuals like to do when they realize what the bird’s eye view of their community provides . . . to find my home and the surrounding ecosphere. I quickly began thinking about how I could bring these maps into a group as props. Furthermore I thought about having puppets and manipulatives to use/hold while discussing and learning about the watershed.
Many artists and educators speak of Place-based education like David Sobel who brought community quests or treasure hunts to learn the history of communities to classrooms. It is walking in the community that truly builds the concept of place and relationship to the wildspaces as they are termed in the Como Watershed Groups literature. My notion of having campers of 2008 develop a sense of place would be through looking at maps and then walking the neighbourhood to see and sense the land. 
Aldo Leopold (1966), another favorite writer on my shelf, speaks of ethics as “community instincts in-the-making.” He parallels the likes of animal instincts allowing certain species to navigate through life and how ethics might be a way for the human species to guide themselves back into the concept of community. He further speaks of community as not only the human level of community, but enlarges it to include the elements of air, water, soil, plants and animals. This all-encompassing community is what Leopold calls the land and within his eloquent essay he concurs with Nodding and says that humans “can only be ethical in relation to something we can see, feel, understand, love or otherwise have faith in.” That is why the direct experience of walking in the community, planting trees, learning creek names, learning species -- both native and invasive varieties, is imperative for the Watershed Wise Program to deliver. I want to encourage relationships to this larger community. I want the participants in this program to feel a sense of place within this community. 

Nel Noddings who speaks to the concept of care with respect to people who attained awareness. Their consciousness is characterized by engrossment -- an ability to openly receive another (person, or animal etc) and, motivational displacement – an ability to respond in a way that furthers the other’s project or purpose. This definition of care is provides clarification of the concept of caring as not so much a personal virtue, but an ethic of relation between care giver and receiver. I believe this ethic can be fostered through students or learners engaging in community events like the Water Shed Wise program when they experience tree planting, storm drain marking, monitoring water quality in their own communities. It is quite powerful to watch children plant trees and then through the process begin to think about what the tree needs to survive. I witnessed campers naming a tree they were planting and then heard them talking about how they wanted to bring other members of their family to see the tree and tell them the name of the tree. Clearly, there is a difference between reading and talking about how to care for the environment and then physically doing it and reflecting upon the experience – it builds an ethic of care. 
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Watershed Wise Woman: In order to capture the attention of my audience of summer campers I created a character, Watershed Wise Woman who would wear the watershed on her cloak and ask children if they would help us protect it. Teaching about the local creeks, and especially talking about the wild salmon that spawn in the gravel of the creeks near the mouth of the Fraser River, I provide a way for children to move and chant while learning. My previous experience and research while working with Stream of Dreams and studying arts-based inquiry at Simon Fraser University allowed me to fully understand the identity of a storyteller or performer who imparts a lesson to the audience. I create clothing or objects like shirts and blankets that provide visual symbols that I speak to. I literally blend my teaching and research into my clothing and use the art and words that I wear invite the learners into the conversation. For the Watershed Wise Program I created a hat to begin a lesson on the water cycle and use only 3 terms collection, evaporation and precipitation in this lesson. We move our hands to enhance our memory and chant the 3 words a few times to help the concept of the water cycle to begin our conversation. 
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The term watershed is not easy for all youngsters to understand and using the water cycle talk as a foundation and then during our community walk I try to link students back to hand movements that relate to the word collection. We talk about how water drains from the land back to the ocean. Many of the students begin to correlate the words with the visual topography and more significant meaning in their minds. Having this direct experience of walking in the community with the students adds to foundation of 3 words collection, evaporation and precipitation. The hat is a visual aid that moves around the top of my head in a circle and the students are asked to embody the water and evaporate up (stand up) and precipitate down (sit down). I also use a mister to cool them down and talk about how small water particle can be and it is just a great way to keep their attention and have fun! 
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My cape is then used to teach the five local creeks, I have the students lift their right hand and wiggle their fingers. I use their hand during this activity to enhance their memory. Embodied activities have been shown to develop better recall – and that translates to knowledge. The inside of the cape holds the community map printed on vinyl for easy movement and it is durable while traveling about.
Appendix 3

Participant Evaluations and Feedback 

Summer 2008

Adventure Seekers Summer Camp was the initial audience for the watershed Wise Program for summer campers and there were 4) 2 hour presentation/activities in total with community engagement such as tree planting, storm daring marking, community mapping and creek monitoring that followed the presentations as a direct experience component of the full package. 

This is an email that was received after the coordinator saw one of the presentations:

Hi Leigh

I just wanted to say thanks again for your program today.  I really

enjoyed watching you interact with the kids and thought you did an

amazing job linking the information to the Como Watershed.  You

definitely have a gift and I'm glad you're sharing it with the Nature

and Adventure Seekers Summer Camp.  Let me know when you would like to

pick up the doorknob hangers.

Cheers, Caresse 

Caresse Selk

Program Coordinator - Environmental Programs

City of Coquitlam - Parks and Open Spaces Services

Telephone:  (604) 927-6959

E-mail:  cselk@coquitlam.ca
Place Maillardville Summer Camps was another audience for the Watershed Wise presentation, and a youth presentation was adapted to include a power point feature and a walk to the fishpond behind Millside School to monitor salmon.

· 2 out 2 rated the communication with coordinator
excellent

· 1 rated the Watershed Wise Woman presentation
excellent

· 1 rated the youth presentation between fair to good

· 1 rated the activity (storm drain marking) excellent

· 1 rated the salmon monitoring between fair to good




· 2 out of 2 said the learners understand the term watershed

· 2 out of 2 said the learners learned the names of the 5 local creeks

· 2 out of 2 said the learners reflected on the presentation and activity 

1) Yes and 1) maybe to recommend this program

Comments for improving the program
The youth presentation/activity needed to be more age focused, -Christina Fernandes Place Maillardville Summer Camp Coordinator

Daycare feedback has been resoundingly positive:

DJ Tots, Friends on Mundy, Hi ‘N’ Bye, Goosey Gander

· 3 out of 4 rated communication with coordinator excellent

· 1 out of 4 rated “good

· 3 out of 4 rated presentation excellent

· 1 out of 4 rated “good

· 3 out of 4 rated activity excellent

· 1 out of 4 rated activity good

· 1 out of 4 said learners were too young to understand the term watershed\

· 3 out of 4 said learners did learn the term

· 4 out of 4 said the learners learned the names of the 5 local creeks

· 4 out of 4 said the learners reflected on the presentation and activity for up to 2 weeks

· 4 out of 4 daycares said they would recommend this program to other organizations

Comments for improving the program:

Use simpler language for 2-4 yr olds

Testimonials:

· I referred this program to a local pre-school because of the quality of the presentation. Dave Soer, DJ Tots Family Daycare

· Fantastic educational program. It really provided an excellent understanding of the watershed, creeks, and the responsibilities that people need to take care of their communities. I honestly don’t know how it can be improved upon. Linda Christie, Friends on Mundy Out of School Care

Fall of 2008 Schools in Coquitlam

During the Fall of 2008 several schools were included in the development of new lesson plans to present concepts to students in classrooms, link this information to the real world through direct experience in the watershed, and finally provide a chance to reflect on the notion that the environment is connected to their daily life and their behaviour. 

Scott Creek Middle: Science

This project reviewed the Learning outcomes for Science 8 from the Ministry of Education and provided direct experience for learners to inquire into the health of their local watershed. The lessons incorporated the methodology for Scientific Inquiry, Data collection and Presentation, which came about from adapting the Stream Keepers Manual and further lead to interpretation of the evidence to draw conclusions about the health of the watershed.  The teacher (Dave Charles) worked with the Education and Learning Outcomes Coordinator and the Project Manager for the hands-on portion of the lessons. The following is the feedback from this pilot project:

Q: What were your expectations of the Watershed Wise Program if any (what did you expect it would provide)?

 A: As this was the first time I have worked with this program, I wasn’t completely sure what to expect. My goal for the program was to provide the grade 8 students with an opportunity for some hands-on/field work that connected with the science unit that they were studying at the time.

Q: Were those expectation met?

A: I was quite pleased with how helpful the organizers were with the planning and the implementation of the program. I am quite pleased to know that the school has another resource that we can explore where the students get a hands-on experience, while also getting an opportunity to explore what natural activities are going on in their own neighbourhood and what potential impact they and their community have on the watershed.

Q: How effective do you feel the program components delivered to your organization were?
-Did your students or participants benefit and how
-Any specific comments that you can remember and pass on
 

A: I felt that all of the people involved with the set up and the teaching did a wonderful job. The students had very little prior knowledge and the instructors gave a very concise introduction to the program and the students found that it was easy to comprehend. The students knew little about the local watershed and this program provided them some basic knowledge that they can now take with them and hopefully pass on to others.

Q: How did the curriculum or presentations-interactive training etc. fit with your desired learning outcomes or learning plans?
 

A: I had met with Leigh on several occasions prior to the event and she was able to work the program around my goals that I wanted met at that time. The primary focus was to look at how clean the watershed was and what possible factors could impact the water system in both positive and negative ways.

Q: Do you see using the curriculum and or program components developed for you through Watershed Wise as part of your ongoing delivery of learning plans or programs in future years?

A: I would like to see this program continue and expand in future years as I have found it to be a very good resource and it is far better for a specialist to teach a topic rather than a generalist. It has great potential to cover even more of the curriculum at different times and would therefore act as a link to how various components of the water systems are integrated within our own ‘backyards’.
 

Q: Do you see the Watershed Wise Program experience being something you would recommend to other educators or youth and recreation programmers in Coquitlam?
 

Q: One of the objectives of delivering the Watershed Wise Program is to work beyond individual schools and educators and have the Watershed Wise Program become part of general curriculum for SD43. Would you support this, and would you be interested in continuing to work with the Watershed Wise Team to accomplish this?

A: If there was one change that I would hope to see in the future, it would be that more time could be spent on the program. I felt that more than two days would’ve been more effective for students to learn about the watershed. We also experienced a little mishap with some bees, which prevented us to complete it in that short time frame. I would definitely recommend it to other educators in the district and would also be interested in working with the Watershed Wise team to expand this further into the curriculum. I would really like to have a second shot at this experience and I’m sure my students will appreciate the experience as well.

Thanks again to all those involved with the program and I hope this program will be around for a long time. Dave Charles – Science 8 Scott Creek Middle School
Other Applied Skills Projects completed with Scott Creek Middle:
A DVD titled Go Wild in the Kitchen was produced to include the applied skills (home economics) classes of Scott Creek Middle school to explain the difference between wild and farmed salmon, address responsible market practices, and identify local wild salmon creeks that need to be protected to provide salmon with a place to spawn. This project attempted to build interest in salmon as a food resource that needs to be sustained through changes in human behaviour in the context of cooking and shopping. Here is the feedback from the teacher involved there:

Hi Leigh,

 I showed the DVD to my classes in December. The DVD was informative. It enabled discussions about preserving the Scott Creek fish and wildlife/habitat, 100-mile diet, carbon footprint & checking out local markets. I found that providing a note-taking sheet with titles allowed the students to focus and allowed them to take note under each heading. We watched the DVD then we checked out the 100 mile diet website and the carbon footprint website. The sites were ok not too informative especially the carbon footprint. We looked at our city Coquitlam and where 100 miles included and where within these 100 miles we could get produce, grains, fish etc. To follow up with this lesson I will get the students to menu plan 3 meals and focus on only food within 100 miles from their home.
We would also try to make the fish dish (however, I have not done this yet.)

We would discuss various fish dishes and the nutritional value of eating fish.

I think the DVD was a starting point for various discussions. It was nice to see the various locations in Vancouver where one can purchase fresh food.

I thank you again for providing my class with the opportunity to learn more about the environment around them.

Centennial Secondary School: Science 

A high School lesson plan including a power point with discussion that preceded a community walk to Como Lake, and this evaluation was forwarded to the Watershed wise Program coordinator:

Q: What were your expectations of the Watershed Wise Program if any (what did you expect it would provide)?
A: To enhance the curriculum of Wildlife of BC 11 and Fish and Wildlife 12 in the ECOLOGY unit.
Q: Were those expectation met?
A: Yes
Q: How effective do you feel the program components delivered to your organization were?
-Did your students or participants benefit and how
A: The students enjoyed the fieldwork at Como Lake Park and liked looking at the different considerations needed when surveying an aquatic/riparian/urban ecosystem.
Q: Any specific comments that you can remember and pass on
A: While the feedback was generally favorable, the students were unsure of how to meet the objectives clearly stated at the start of the fieldwork session.  While the objectives were clear, they felt the methodology to attain the objectives needed to be given.
Q: How did the curriculum or presentations-interactive training etc. fit with your desired learning outcomes or learning plans?
A: The fieldwork was invaluable.  Pamela’s point of view as a biologist is very useful.  The program supports the Ecology Unit of both the Wildlife of BC 11 and Fish and Wildlife 12 courses, specifically:
· Introduce students to aquatic ecosystems
· Provide up-to-date experience in habitat enhancement and management
· Describe properties of abiotic factors and biotic factors in aquatic ecosystems
· Identify obstructions to adult salmon migration
· Understanding population enhancement mechanisms e.g. habitat improvements, increasing food supply
· Understand the effects of urbanization on water quality
Q: Do you see using the curriculum and or program components developed for you through Watershed Wise as part of your ongoing delivery of learning plans or programs in future years?
A: Yes.
Q: Why?
A: Additional development and tweaking of Watershed Wise within the Wildlife of BC 11/ Fish and Wildlife 12 frame is necessary
Q: Do you see the Watershed Wise Program experience being something you would recommend to other educators or youth and recreation programmers in Coquitlam.
A: Yes.  It fits nicely into the new Science 10 curriculum (2008)
Q: One of the objectives of delivering the Watershed Wise Program is to work beyond individual schools and educators and have the Watershed Wise Program become part of general curriculum for SD43. Would you support this, and would you be interested in continuing to work with the Watershed Wise Team to accomplish this
A: Yes, at the Secondary level.
 
Melanie Mattson, Wildlife of BC 11 and Fish and Wildlife 12 Instructor, Centennial Secondary Coquitlam

 
Porter Street Elementary School: Gifted/Challenge Program

Teacher Janet Rozanski would like to take a project for her gifted/challenge program. To date we have been consulting and she likes the idea of a quest as described in the green teacher magazine. Her last entry to the education coordinator:

It's nice to hear from you.  To be honest, I haven't done anything other than some reading and mulling.  I got really wrapped up in Christmas activities and am currently doing a bridge-building unit with the challenge students.  My plan is to start in on the Como Watershed project after this; probably about mid-February.  If you would like to talk about your evaluation report, please give me a call.  I really enjoyed our last meeting and look forward to working with you more. This fits well with working toward a new project in 2009 that will be transferable to other schools in the watershed for future self-guided fieldtrips or interpreted enrichment to go along with the quest.

Conclusion

Evaluations, comments and general feedback indicate that the Watershed Wise Program has been well received and meets the learning outcomes identified within Daycares, Preschools, summer camps, Elementary schools, Middle schools and the one Secondary school to date. With the exception of the one summer youth camp that hoped for a more age appropriate and more hands-on activity for their group the program has delivered engaging experiences for the learners involved. In fact the feedback from the youth group inspired the Middle School presentation/ activity demonstrating the programs ability to evolve and create specific components to meet the learners within various groups. Comments from one daycare presentation – to use simpler language for the preschoolers – was noted and incorporated at a later preschool presentation. Clearly, the feedback is informing and allowing the program to make adjustments for particular audiences. Finally, feedback clearly indicates support for the program to continue and grow. 
Watershed wise Woman in action





Getting hands on connection through storm drain marking as part of a walk with Watershed Wise Woman





Example of watershed “community” map
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