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2008 Final Report Template

	FSWP File Number*
	07350-35/FSWP 08 EE LR 94


*Please use the FSWP File Number provided in previous FSWP 2008 project correspondence

	Contact Information
	
	
	

	Sponsoring Organization’s Legal Name

	Nicola Tribal Association (NTA)


	Are you a federally registered Charity, Non-profit organization or Business (Yes /No)?
	Yes

	If yes, please indicate which.
	
	Charity
	NPO
	Non-profit organization
	
	Business

	Registration number
	
	GST number
	127660 702 RT0001

	Are you a registered Society (Yes / No)?
	Yes
	Society Registration number
	S-0035466


	Mailing Address

	Box 188, Merritt, BC V1K 1B8


	Street Address (if different from above)

	#202 – 2090 Coutlee Avenue, Merritt, BC


	Project Manager1

	Name:
Tracy Sampson



Title:   Program Manager, NWSFA Dept.
Affiliation:   Nicola Tribal Association, Merritt, BC
Phone:  (250) 378-4235
Fax:  (250) 378-9119




E-mail:   tracy.sampson@nwsfa.org


1 All correspondence will be directed to the Project Manager.

	Alternate Project Contact

	Name:
Jessica Urquhart



Title:   Quality Control Technologist, NWSFA Dept.
Affiliation:   Nicola Tribal Association, Merritt, BC
Phone:  (250) 378-4235
Fax:  (250) 378-9119




E-mail:   jessica.urquhart@nwsfa.org


	Partners / Subcontractors

	Name:  Denise Weisse (President) & Karl Gropp

	Affiliation:  Nicola Valley ATV Club

	Phone:  (250) 378-4566 
	E-mail:  delaine_w@shaw.ca

	Name:

	Affiliation:

	Phone:  (     )  
	E-mail:

	Name:

	Affiliation:

	Phone:  (     )  
	E-mail:


	Project Information
	

	Project Title

	Coldwater River Habitat Education and Awareness


	Project Location

	The upper Coldwater River watershed: from the Highway 5 Kingsvale Interchange upstream to the Coldwater River headwaters.


	Amount Requested
	$24,000
	Total Project Value
	26,033
	Non-FSWP funds2
	2,400


2 Non-FSWP funds include both cash and in-kind funding. In-kind funding refers to all non-cash contributions such as equipment, supplies, labour, etc. Please refer to Budget Section for further details.

	Project Summary
	

	Please provide a single paragraph describing your project, its objective, and the results. As this summary will be used in program communications, clearly state the issue addressed and avoid overly technical descriptions. Do not use more than 300 words.

	The upper Coldwater River watershed is heavily impacted by campers during the months of May to Septmeber.  The Coldwater River is one of the most important systems in the Nicola River watershed for Interior Fraser coho (Endangered, COSEWIC), early timed spring chinook (critically low levels), and Thompson steelhead (species of concern).  In 2006 and 2007 NTA fisheries crews observed recreational vehicle (ATV, dirt bike, etc.) tracks both crossing and running up and down the river channel.  In one case these tracks were over known chinook redds, and most had damaged important riparian habitat.  Instream operations of recreational vehicles have a negative impact on the juvenile coho, chinook .and steelhead rearing in the river.  The NTA fisheries department initiated an information campaign targeting the recreational vehicle users of the upper Coldwater River watershed to bring awareness of the importance of preserving fish habitat in the Coldwater River.  Crews conducted interviews with the recreational vehicle users with the focus being to educate not enforce.  Goals for this first year of the project were to: 
1. protect fish habitat in the upper Coldwater River from damage caused by human activity,

2. educate recreational wilderness resource users on the potential for their activities to damage critical fish habitat in the upper Coldwater River, and

3. monitor and record the levels of recreational wilderness resource use adjacent to the upper Coldwater River.

4. Long Term Goal:  to achieve a reduction of human impacts on this environment.


	OPTIONAL If your project lends itself to sparking interest through a compelling sound bite (for potential use in FSWP media communications), please tell us what that sound bite would be. Do not use more than 150 words.

	

	Species and life stage(s) the project targets: please list

	Early timed spring chinook: rearing juveniles and spawning adults
Interior Fraser River coho: rearing juveniles 

Thompson steelhead: rearing juveniles 
Bull trout: rearing juveniles


	Watershed(s) the project targets: please list

	Coldwater River watershed



	Project Deliverables and Results
	

	· Paste in the deliverables outlined in your Detailed Proposal (question #3 under project ‘relevance and significance’ heading) into the table below. Then, please list the results associated with each deliverable. 

· Please include copies of any relevant communications products (brochures, posters, videos, website addresses etc.) resulting from this project.

	Deliverable
	Result

	One thousand brochures are to be produced, detailing the salmon stocks that spawn and rear in the Coldwater River.
	It was decided that the brochures would not be produced as NTA did not want to be responsible for an increase in garbage in the study area. 

	Six signs will be made to educate and inform the vehicle operators of the sensitive ecosystem being impacted.
	Seven signs were created and installed at various camping/staging areas throughout the study area (sign image included as Appendix in Final Report).

	Summary report of total usage, number of persons contacted, and any general behaviour change that were monitored.
	Project final report completed.  131 interviews conducted, 835 users visited the study area for a total of 3,123 user days, 531 recreational vehicles operated in the study area for a total of 1,981 recreational vehicle days, and 16 river crossings were located.  

	
	


	Project Effectiveness
	

	Please evaluate the effectiveness of the project, using the objective standards, quantifiable criteria and/or quality control measures identified in your Detailed Proposal (under question #1 in the ‘performance expectations’ heading). 

	This being the first year of collecting data for this project it is considered a baseline year.  Subsequent years of data collection for this project will be compared back to this year to look at damage/disturbances to the instream and riparian habitats.


	What are the top three lessons learned from this project that would be important to communicate to others doing similar work throughout the Basin? 

	1. Using the approach of educating and bringing awareness to the users rather than trying to enforce their activities was met with a positive response.
2. A more random monitoring and interviewing schedule is necessary.



	Project Effectiveness 
	

	Please describe how your project has addressed each Priority Activity identified in your Detailed Proposal.

	Priority Activity1
	How the Priority Activity has been Addressed

	Targeting outreach activity 

	From May to September 2008 an NTA crew roved through the various camping/staging areas of the upper Coldwater River watershed to conduct interviews/information dissemination to the targeted audience, the recreational vehicle users of the upper Coldwater River, speaking to the negative impacts imposed on the instream and riparian habitats by vehicle operation in these sensitive areas, as well as the salmonids that use the Coldwater River.

	It is also applicable to the Habitat Stewardship Program Area.

	The NTA has become a steward of the upper Coldwater River, monitoring usage of the upper watershed and ensuring that all area users are informed of the sensitive ecosystem in order to keep disturbances to a minimum.


1Please paste each priority activity identified in your Detailed Proposal in the space provided. 
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